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Born in comparative peace, with a fair prom-
ise of satisfactory things to come, it has
marked the overflow of pacific conditions
on an entire continent and goes out to an
accompaniment of international strife in
its most terrible manifestation. It has
been a year conspicuous for its sensational
developments and for the long-dreaded

.European quarrel. The victories of peace
and the triumphs of human ingenuity are
overshadowed by the gloom of warring
nations. - '

T is not enough to say of the Year o
our Lord 1914 that it is unique—that
it does not fall into the processio
of the vears with the accustomed
swing. It seems not 1o fit into the

hitherto continuous march of human
events at all. It is a break in the ranks
and it cannot be made to conform to
the ways of Its predecessors. 1)

It is u varisnt in which the original
type has been so obscured by a par-
asitlc growth that it is no longer dis-
cernible. That parasite which has
transformed the year now at its close
fmto a horror without precedent in
Bbreadth and malignity is war—war
which Is devastating the old world and
fixing its sinister impress on the new.

1t came swiftly and with a terrific
clash. July 23, the Austro-Hungarian
government sent an ultimatum to
Servia demanding the punishment of
the persons concerned in the assassina-
tion of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand
and instant suppression of all anti-
Austrian propaganda in that _rauntr_‘-_
“Forty-eight hours for consideration
will be given,” declared the note of the
dual monarchy. The Belgrade govern-
ment replied within the time limit,
agreeing to the Austrian demand with
a single exception—that which would
have empowered Austrian officials to
take a leading part in the punishment
of the murderers. The Serbs asked for
further Information on this point.

The reply was not satisfactory to
Austria. She promptly declared war on
Servia and began to move troops to-
ward the border. Realizigg that they
would be oblized to defend themselves
from invasion, the Serbs began active
mobilization, and removed their cag]t.al
from Belgrade te the old city of h:sh.‘
fn the interior. Instantly the eyes of]
all the civilized world were turned to-;
ward Russia. Would the czar permit
‘Austria to overrun Servia without
something more than a formal pro-
test?

The day after Austria declared war
on Servia, the Russian minister of for-
eign affairs warned the German am-
bassador that if Servia were invaded
Russia would not be able to remaln
heutral. For a few days, Austrian and
Russian diplomats kept the wires hot
between Vienna and St. Petersburg, but
to no avall. Great Britain proposed tol:
Germany, France and Ttaly that a
council should be arranged toﬂmed:ale'
between the two disputants. Germany
declined to become party to such an
arrangement. The czar urged the
kalser to use his influence with the
Austrian emperor in behalf of a peace-
ful settlement of the difficulty. Accord-
i{ng to the German account, the kaiser
complied with this request to the‘ best
of his ability. When he discovered,
however, that mobilization was going
on actively in Russia, he wired the
czar that his course was making med-
jation imposgible.

Kaiser Orders Mobilization.

Two days later, in a personal message
to the czar, the kaiser announced that
the safety of the German emp: e cOm-
pelled him to prepare for the utional
defense. He proclaimed ma.ual law
throughout the country and sent a
twenty-four-hour . ultimatum 1o the
Muscovite government demanding an
instant abandonment of all war prepa-
ration. At the expiration of this ulti-
mutum, August 1, the kalser gave the
order for mobilization to" begin and on
the same day (ount von Pourtales. the
German nmbassador at St. Petersburs,
started homeward

Meanwhile, Baron von Schoen, the
German ambassador at Paris, was
goundine the French government as to
{1s intentions in case of a Russo-tier-
manie war. FPremier \'i\-ianl_replled
that in any inetanee the republic would
be compelled to safeguard her own in-
terests. The mobilization of the entire
French army was begun at once. Mar-
tial law was declzred and, August 4,
the German ambas=zador announced
that the war between his country and
France was on. Within 1 week the]
Austro-German combine found itself |
confronted by = belligerent alliance |
composed of Servia, Hussia, France,'
Belgium, Great Britain, Portugal and|
Montenegro. England had asked both |
France and Germany if they would re-
spect the neutrulity of Belgium in case |
of war. The former had answered in
the affirmative. The latter made no di- |
rect reply, and Belgian mobilization be- |

" gan at once. |

August 2 a German army marched |
ifnto the grand duchy of Luxemburg, |
whose neutrality had been guaranteed|
by the powers in 1867, A day later ihe |
German government sent a note to the |
Belgian government demanding pas- |
sage for (ierman troops through the |
country and promising ample compen-
satjon for all damzge at the close ot
the war. This was in the form of an

ultimatum and specified twelve hours|
as a time limit. When the reply came, |

\it was to the effect that Beigium would '
defend her neutrality by force of arms
If it were necessary.

Great Britain Moves.

At this move of Germany, Great Brit-
ain began active mobilization of her

forces and ull the naval reservea were,
called out at once. War against Ger-

meny was declared August 4, a war
budget of $500,000,000 was voted, the
war fleet embarked under sealed orders,
and within a few days a British foree

i pected by the waiting world.

| dreadnaught Audacious was sunk by a

[g‘reat delay and anxiety.

i

*hrough Belgium with a tremendous
os8 of men and property, the Belgian
iefenders of the little kingdom ex-
“ibiting a power of resistance and a
“tubbornness which amazed the world.
The forts at Liege halted the German
legions for a week, and the German
war office admitted that there had been
a delay which was wholly unexpected.
But the odds were too great. By the
end of August the terrible German war
machine had literally mowed its way
through Belgium, leaving carnage and
rain in its wake, and by September 4
had reached a point within twenty
miles of Paris.

Having thus silenced the Belgian
strongholds, which involved a delay of
at least three weeks, the German
armies swept on toward Paris, which
was In active preparation for a siege.
When the enemy had reached a point
only seventeen imiles from the outer
defenses of the city, the seat of gov-
ernment was removed to Bordeaux: No
one on this side doubted that the Ger-
man intention was to invest the city.
According to the German statement,
however, the fnvestment of Paris was
not a part of their plan. Suddenly, on
September 4, the German army of the
right turned eastward. Since that time,
the kaiser’s forces have been retiring
slowly, fighting with a persistency
never before recorded in the history of
modern war, contesting every foot of
ground in a series of the most sangui-
nary engagements. . -

Russia Rapidly Mobilizes.

From the first, Russian mobilization
progressed with amazing rapidity. By
the middle of August it was practical-
ly completed and the czar's armlies
were in rapld advance toward the Ger-
man “and Austrian frontiers. Great
forces were hurried to the east to op-
pose the Slavic advance and- many
bloody contests followed in rapid suc-
cession, the advantage about equally
divided until late in the autumn, when
the greatly outnumbered Teutonic al-
lies began to show signs of declining
offensive ability.

The Japanese confilned their military
operations entirely to Asia. They Im-
mediately proceeded against the Ger-
man forts at Kiaochow, China, which
were taken by assaunlt after the garri-
gong had withstood an attacking force
greatly superior in numbers for ten
weeks. Russlan and Turkish fleets
have been engaged in the Black sea,
there has been fighting on a small
scale In Egypt, and the Portuguese in
Africa have made several attacks upon
German colonlsts. Indian troops have
been engaged with Turkish forces imn
an effort to keep the Suez canal open.

From the first, there has been a prac-
tical deadlock in the naval situation.
The British fleet sailed under sealed
orders August 4, and a big naval bat-
tle in the North sea was confldently ex-
It soon
became apparent that Great Britain's
purpose was to deal a fatal blew at
German commerce, safeguard that of
Belglum, France and its own and ren-
der the enemy's fleet inoperative by
holding it in the Baltic. A week later
the port authorities of New York were
notified that the Atlantic lines were
unobstructed, and a few days after-
}a.'a'rd the Pacific lines were pronounced
‘open and safe.” Sixty Eritish warl
vessels guarded the exit of the Kiel
canal and prevented the thirty German
battleships anchored there from com-
ing out. Within a few days more than
thirty of the great German ocean lin-
ers were Interned in neutral waters
and a number of German merchant
ships were captured or destroyed.

Merchantmen Preyed Upon.

By the middle of November more
than 400 war vessels and merchantmen
on all sides had been captured or in-
terned in neutral ports. The Emden
in the Pacific and the Karlsruhe in the
south Atlantic, two German ralders,
preyed successfully upon allled and
neutral commerce until the former wasa
put out of action. During the past
three months the Germans have de-
stroyed a4 number of British cruisers
by means of torpedoes. In an action
off the coast of Chile a squagdron of
five German warships sank the Mon-
mouth and Good Hope with all on
beard. October 27—although 1t was
not known to the public for a fort-
night afterward—the British super-

mine off the coast of Ireland. Shortly
afterward the British admiraity de-
clared the North sea a closed military
area,

As a result of the immediate paraly-
sis in the financial world due to the
sudden embroilment of the European
nations, Americans abroad were sub-
Jected to great inconvenience and not
a little actual hardship. Speedy relief
was extended to stranded tourists, but
the Interruption in ocean traffic caused
E ; ¥ The Amer-
icail Red Cross was early in the field,
the relief ship Red Cross leaving New

York for European waters, with a full
equipment of physicians, nurses and
supplies, September 12. Much
also, was afforded the Belgian suffer-
ers and large sums of money for the
purpose were raised all over the coun-
try. At the close of the year opera-
! tions in the west seem to he practically
at a standstill, the allies maintaining
a slight advantage. German forces
were withdrawn from France and Hel-
gium in considerable numbers and sent
rto the eastern fleld, where the strong
Russlan- offensive had made notable
headwuy. Great activity prevailed

of 120,000 men had been landed iIn' glong the entir ;
France. August 6 Austro-Hungary decisive resulte eua:‘tlelrnnlgge. lv:lthout
declured war on Russia and her troops when the o ember 17,

crossed the Russgian border. The Mon-
tenegrins joined the Serbs against Aus-
tria, and Bosnia was Invaded. Au-
Zust 10 the French government pro-
clalmed war against Austria, and two
days later England followed her ex-
ample. Japan announced her inten-
tion to side with her British ally.

Scandinavia and Holland asserted
their neutrality, but at once put all
their military resources into requisi-
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was not until the list of October that
she made her initial demonstration in
the Bluck sea ugainst Russia. Greece,
as well as the minor Balkan states,
was in a condition of armed ex-
pectancy. As for Italy, sworn ally of
Germany and Austria in the so-called
dreibund, she took advantage of the
fact that her partners were not en-
gaged in a defensxive war to remaln
neutral despite strong pressure from
Berlin and Vienna. .
At the outbreak of hostilities, a. cen-
sorship, which is Lhe most effective
ever known, was established in all the
wearring countries. By the cutting of
ocean cables Germany was practically
igolated from the outside world early
in August, and the means of communi-
eation controlled by the allies have
been silenced almost completely since
the first blow was struck. About all
that was actually revealed was that
the kaiser's forces made their way

&

GGermange re a

. ¥ietory in Poland. Onpeor:f!dt}'ld‘e gt:;:li;:
| surprising military events was the re-
i capture of Belgrade by the Serbs ang
! the rout of the greatly superior Aus-
 trian forces. One of the most Sensa-
| tlonal naval performances was the raid
on the unfortified FEnglish Beacoast
i made by German. warships.the morning
| of -December 16 The most Important
. 8ea fight of the war, off the Falkland
{ Islands, December 3, resulted In the

! the varlous factions to destroy the
Inst vestige of a stable government,
little effort is put forth in any quarter
| to mend .existing evils, with the result
;that a state .of poMtical -chaos still
prevaila in the unfortupate republic.
Early In the. year it bfc_l.ma evident
even to the most ardent advocate of
universal peace that nothing short of
armed Intervention by the United
States could be expected to stralghten
out the tangle. Foreign nations began
to be critical of the adminietration’s
“hands-off’" policy and to Inslst that
the job of pacifying Mexico belonged
logleally to the United States. Vie-
toriano Huerta had held the provisional
presidency for a year in disregard and
even in deflance of the plainly ex«s
pressed wish of the Washington au-
thorities, and boasted in his cups that

rellef, l

he should hold his office longer than

STRIKING POINTS IN BRIEF

EUROPEAN WAR 1|

July 23, the Austro-Hungarian government sent an ulti-
matum to Servia demanding punishment of persons concerned
in assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and instant sup-
pression of all anti-Austrian propaganda in that country.

The Servian government replied within the time limit,
agreeing to the Austrian demand with a single exception. The
reply was not satisfactory to Austria. She promptly declared
war on Servia.

The day Austria declared war on Servia the Russian min-
ister of foreign affairs warned the German ambassador that if
Servia were invaded Russia would not be able to remain neu-
tral.

August 1 Germany declared war on Russia and the fol-
lowing day a German army marched into the Grand Duchy of
Luxemburg, whose neutrality had been guaranteed by the
powers in 1867. A day later the German government sent a
note to the Belgian government demanding passage for Ger-
man troops through the country. Belgium replied that she
would defend her neutrality by force of arms if necessary.

Great Britain then began active mobilization and war
against Germany was declared August 4. The same day the
German ambassador at Paris announced that war between his
country and France was on. Austria-Hungary declared war on
Russia August 6, and her troops crossed the Russian border.
The Montenegrins joined the Serbs against Austria, and Bosnia
was invaded. August 10 the French government declared war
against Austria and two days later England followed her ex-
ample. Japan announced her intention to side with her Brit-
ish ally.

In October Turkey entered the conflict and made her ini-
tial demonstration in the Black sea against Russia.

MEXICO

Early in the year it became evident that nothing short of
armed intervention by the United States could be expected to
straighten out the tangle in Mexico. Victoriano Huerta had
held the provisional presidency for a year in disregard and even
in defiance of the plainly expressed wish of Washington of-
ficials. Meanwhile the bandit chief, Pancho Villa, was stead-
ily gaining ground in the north.

April 14 President Wilson instructed Secretary Daniels
to assemble an imposing naval force at Tampico, on the Mexi-
can coast. On refusal of the Huerta government to salute
the American flag as an apology for the unwarranted arrest of
bluejackets, Admiral Fletcher, April 21, seized the customs
house at Vera Cruz, American bluejackets, marines and troops,
the latter under Gen. Funston, being landed. They were with-
drawn November 23.

The mediatory conference at Niagara Falls, Canada, be-
ginning May 20, failed to bring about peace between the war-
ring factions. ;

July 15 Huerta resigned the presidency and went to
Europe. Executive authority was left in the hands of Fran-
cisco Carbajal.

August 10 Carbajal resigned and five days later the con-
stitutionalist army entered Mexico City unopposed; Carranza
took upon himself the office of president.

September 25 the quarrel between Carrnaza and Villa
reached a climax and the latter declared war upon the pro-
visional president.

October 14, at a convention at Aguascalientes, Carranza
presented his resignation. He withdrew from Mexico City as
the Villa forces neared the capital and established himself at
Vera Cruz.

Firing across the border at Naco, Ariz., during fighting
between the rival factions, has necessitated American troops
being sent there.

i CONGRESS |

The longest session of Congress was held from Decem-
ber 1, 1913, to October 24, 1914. Including the special session
of 1913, the national legislature had been in continuous ses-
sion for 567 days.

January 24 the Senate passed a bill authorizing the gov-
ernment to construct a railroad in Alaska. February 10 the
House passed the same bill.

March 5 the President addressed Congress in which he
urged the repeal of the provision in the Panama caral act of

August, 1912, exempting vessels engaged in coastwise trade
from the payment of tolls.

April 20 the President again addressed Congress, this time
on the Mexican crisis.

August 4 both houses unanimously adopted an amend-
ment to the federal reserve act by which the Secretary of the
Treasury was empowerd to issue additional bank currency.

September 4 the President once more addressed Con-
gress, pointing out the need of additional revenue to meet the
deficit caused by the decline in imports due to the European
war. The war stamp tax resulted.

NATIONAL |

November 16 the federal reserve bank system went into
effect.

January 27 the President signed an order establishing
permanent civil government in the Panama Canal Zone to go
into effect April 1. A few days later Col. George W. Goethals
was nominated to be first governor.

June 15 the President made public a charge that big busi-
ness interests had been trying to force Congress to adjourn.

In June the United States Supreme Court affirmed the
power of the interstate commerce commission to fix rates. .

July 12 President Wilson instructed the Attorney Gen-
eral to bring civil and criminal proceedings against the New
;{:ﬂ"l New Haven and Hartford railroad. This was done two

ys later.

August 1 the interstate commerce commission denied the
petition of eastern railroads for a general increase of 5 per cent
in freight rates, but allowed certain increases in the middle
west. On reconsideration the interstate commerce commis-
sion, December 18, decided to grant the application of the rail-
roads with certain exceptions.

August 15 the Panama canal was formally opened for
world traffic. '

The outcome of the elections November 3 was in the na-
ture of a poltical landslide. The democratic majority in the
Hol.:se_ was reduced from 147 to 25, although the democratic
majority in the Senate was increased from 10 to 16. Consti-
Enhonnl amendments giving suffrage to women were carried
in Nevada and Montana, and prohibition triumphed in Virginia,
Washington, Oregon, Arizona and Colorado.

% INTERNATIONAL |

January 27 Michael Oreste, president of Haiti, abdicated;
February 8 Orestes Zamor was elected president, and the same
day Jose Vicente Concha was elected president of Colombia.

February 10 King George, in a speech at the opening of
parliament, urged mutual concessions in the Irish home rule
controversy; May 25 the home rule bill passed the commons,
virtually becoming law without the approval of the house of
lords; September 18 King George signed the home rule bill.

March 17 the wife of the French minister of finance,
Mme. Caillaux, shot and killed the editor of Figaro, Gaston
Calmette. She was acquitted July 28.

March 14 a peace treaty was signed between Servia and
Turkey, a sequel to the Balkan war.

May 15 Col. Benavides, leader of the Peruvian faction
which expelled President Billinghurst, was elected provisional
president.

July 21 Ahmed Mirza, sixteen years old, was crowned
King of Persia. .

September 28 the Albanian senate, which had driven its
recently elected ruler, Prince William of Wied, out of the coun-
try, chose a Turk for king.

On the death of King Charles of Roumania his nephew,
Ferdinand, became sovereign.

. October l3e!.l.ie]|::. 1‘:::}1' e?’hritz, a Boer officer in the Brit-
ish service, joined t iser’s colonial d i
T S A Bl | troops and a rebellion

September 3 Cardinal Giacomo Della Chiesa was elected

Pope. He assumed the title of Benedict XV.

!
' SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY

Prof. Ernesto Ulivi perfected a device by means of which
he is able to project what he terms the “F-ray” with such force
that warships of the largest tonnage may be blown in the air.

Experiments conducted by Prof. Robert Kennedy of Glas-
cow, England, demonstrate that the process of exchanging old ~
nerves for new may become practical.

January 24 the first wireless message without a relay was
transmitted between Hanover, Germany, and Tuckerton, on
the New Jersey coast.

May 19 ex-President Roosevelt returned home after an
exploring trip through the Brazilian wilderness. He announced
the discovery of a hitherto unknown river.

I |
! CASUALTIES !

January 11 a volcano on Sakura Island burst suddenly
into activity, destroyed three towns and killed more than 1,000
persons.

January 16, during the British maneuvers off Plymouth,
a submarine failed to come to the surface after diving and her
crew perished.

During a performance at a motion picture theater, Sura-
baya, Java, seventy-five women and children were burned to
death.

January 30 the steamer Monroe was rammed by the Nan-
tucket during a night fog off Cape Charles and forty-one per-
sons were lost.

March 14 more than a thousand persons lost their lives
during a storm which flooded several towns in southern Rus-
sia, and about the same time many persons were killed by an
earthquake at Akita, Japan.

April 28 180 miners were killed in an explosion in a mine
shaft at Eccles, W. Va. ' A

May 29 the steamship Empress of Ireland was struck by
the Norwegian collier Storstad in the St. Lawrence river and
more than 1,000 persons lost their lives.

July 25 a fire at Salem, Mass., destroyed half the city.

Floods in Southern China destroyed crops and left 2,000,-
000 homeless.

In October an earthquake in Turkey killed more than
3,000 persons in a few minutes.

Story of the Year 1914—Review of Its Important Events

The year has been characterized by perplex~

ing interruptions in the regular order of
American affairs, especially in the finan-
cial world. The still unsettled Mexican
problem: the almost unnoticed comple~
tion of the Panama canal, the great inter~
oceanic waterway; another political
landslide, and a succession of surprises
have made notable history. Partial list
of the more famous men and women
whose careers have been completecL and
a brief record of the chief events of year.

long-continued fight,
4,000 fugitives crossed the Hlo Grande|
and took refuge
tory.
United Btates authoritles, 3
Fehruary 3, as a preliminary and
experimental measure, President Wil-
son revoked an order by his prede-
cassgor in office to put a stop to the
shipment of arms and ammunition into
Mexico by citizens of the United States.
The situation grew more critical every
day.
of some description was only a ques-
tion of time.
dent Wilson instructed Secretary Dan-
fela to assemble an
force at
c:n-t_ This first direct intimation to
the
interference was not improbable was
due to the refusal of the Mexican pres-
ident: and his military aids to salute

'
o

and more than|parties concerned shared about equally,

was M.l st tuae Hue. wa uo
mood to comply with any request of the
Washington authorities, however po-
litely and even delicately made. He re-
fused to order the salute, and the
naval demonstriation followed. Congress
passed a resolution sustaining the
President in the position whish he had
taken. April 21 Admiral Fletcher seized
the customhouse at Vera Cruz. This
was done in order io kecp Huerta from
obtaining military supplies. The Mexi-
cans resisted the occupation of the cos-
tomhouse, and the result was a fight,
in which four Americans were killed
and a score wounded. Tnable to with-
stand our naval guns, Gen. Maas, the
Mexican officer In command of the gar-

In American terri- i
Here they were cared for by the

It was evident that intervention
At 1ast, April 14, Presi-

imposing nawval

Tampico, on the Mexican

Huertan government that armed

in possession.
At this point the situation invelved
a state of war between the United

office. While he was waiting to receive
it, the Red Cross officials proceeded to
make a sanltary city of Vera Cruz.
Robert J. Kerr of Chicago was appoint- |1
ed civil governor and business began
to pick up.

ther,
difficulty presented itself. The diplo-
matic
of
Argentina, Brazil and Chile—sent in to
the office of the Department of State a
formal tender of their services as medl-
ators, This combination socon became
known as the “A. B. C." Presldent Wil-
son accepted the offer without delay,
but with certain reservations. He re-
quired the mediators to
constitutionallst chief Carranza and his
zenerals in the peace negotiations with
Huerta.
mination to refuse any proposed set-

rison, withdrew and left the Americans

8. June 12

Before hostilities were carried fur- |PY President Wilson and Huerta.

F une i
i xpected way out of the electlon =hould be held at an

date ‘and that

representatives at Washington -
b E low immediately and tne

three South American satates—

non-constitutionalist.

Success of Constitutionalists.
include the

the capital.
nounced that it

He was also firm in his deter.

-«
1

discussion unless he granted an arm-
Istice, and that he refused to do, since
the fichting in Mexico was resulting
tedly in favor of the constitution-
the conference had
agreed upon a plan accepted to both
One
of its provisions was that a general
early
recognition should fol-
American
troops be withdrawn from Vera Cruz,
Then a deadlock arose over the cholce
for president—the American delegates
declined to accept the name of any

Meanwhile the constitutionalists were
making unmistakable advance toward
Their success was 80 pro-
was evident they

would soon be in control of the gov-
ermment. July 1 the Niagara Falls
conference came to an end without
definite result, and four days later
Huerta was re-elected president by his
partisans. The enemy was near at
hand, however, and July 15 the dlcta-
tor forestalled capture and probable
death by resigning the presidency
and taking passage for Europe, leav-
ing the executive authority in the
hands of a prominent and worthy citi-
zen, Francisco Carbajal.

The new president and Carranza
could not agree upon the surrender of
ithe government to the victorious con-
stitutionalist army, and August 10
Carbajal resigned and the chamber of
deputies dissolved. Five days later
the constitutionalist army entered the
City of Mexico without opposition.
Venustiano Carranza immediately took
upon himself the office of president,
although he soon announced his pur-
pose of turning over the executive
function to a provisional substitute
and himself becoming a candidate for
the presidency at a future election.

September 23 the quarrel between
Carranza and Villa reached a climax
and the latter declared war upon the
provisional preeident. The constitu-
tionalists held a meeting at Mexico
City October 4 and refused to accept
their chlef's resignation. At n conven-

days later Villa promised to support a
provisional president named by the
convention. At that, Gen. Eulalio Gu-
tierrez was appointed by the conven-
tion, but Carranza refused to recog-
nize him. The new president appoint-
ed Villa commander-in-chief of the
government forces and ordered him to
proceed at once against Carranza. As
Villa and his men neared the capital,
Carranza and his soldlers withdrew.

November 23 the American forces
were withdrawn from Vera Cruz and
soon afterward Carranza and hie fol-
loweras took possession of the seaport.
Villa and Zapata unitgd in support of
the Gutierrez interests, and the pros-
pect of peace in the immediate future
is far from encouraging.

A further complication in the Mex-
ican trouble arose in December over
the firing upon Americans by the revo-
lutionists, at the border town of Naco,
Ariz,
the outpost by the President. The
struggle between the contending par-
ties In the northern states of Mexico
shows ho sign of abatement. A%

Longest Session of Congress.

The first regular session of the Sixty-
third Congress was the longest since
that great law-making body came into
exiastence—from December 1, 1%13, to
October 24, 1914, Including the special
session of 1913, the national legislature
had been in continuous operation for
567 days. After the holiday recess both
branches assembled in the hall of rep-
resentatives and were addressed by
President Wllson upon the regulation
of corporations. In his address the
President recommended the formation
of a trade commission, the doing away
with interlocking directorates and
holding companies, and an exact state-
ment as to the meaning of the anti-
trust law. January 24 the Senate
passed a bill authorizing the govern-
ment to construct a rallroad in Alaska,
which was a decided novelty. in Amer-
icun legiszlation. During this month,
also, the administration introduced a
measure Into both houses to establish
a rural credit system by means of co-
operative banks. February 9 a bill
was introduced into both branches
which provided that the government
might mine or lease on a royalty basls
certain coal lands in Alaska. Feb-
ruary 18 the House passed the hill
for the government construction of a
rallroad In Alaska.

March 5 the President delivered an-
other address to Congress in the House
chamber, in which he urged the repeal
of the provision in the Panama canal
act o August, 1512, exempting vesses
engaged in coastwise trade from the
pa¥yment of tolls, The following day a
bill for the repeal of this clnuse was re-
ported favorably from committee in the
House. The position taken by the
President in this matter met with much
opposition, and was discussed freely by
members of both houses. Finally, how-
ever, with a Senate amendment to the
effect that the United States relinquish-
ed no rights under treaties with Great
Britain and with Panama, the tolls re-
peal bill became law, despite all oppo-
sition. At the close of the debate In
the House, Speaker Clark denounced
the repeal as degrading and humiliat-
ing to the nation.

Tells Congress of Situation.

Congress,
crisis, glving the facts in the Tampico
affalr and asking authority to use force
in. compelling a settlement. Both
houses passed the necessary measures
without delay. It was not untll May 19
that the Houre begun its debate upon
the administration’s anti-trust meas- |
ures. June 1 the amendment to the so- {
called Clayfon anti-trust bill, demanded
by the labor leaders, was adopted by '
the House, and four days luter the three’
measures prominent in the President's
anti-trust leglslation—the creation of a
trade commission, the Clayton bill and
the railroad capitalization bill—were
passed, but It was not until August that
the Senate adopted the measure creat-
ing a federal trade commission. The
Clayton antl-trust bill did not become
law until October. =pd
One of the most important legislative |
acts of the seesion was accompiished !
August 4. Both houses unanimously '
adopted an amendment to the federal
reserve act, by which the Secretary of
the Treasury was given power to Issus
additional bank currency iIn such
amount a8 would be necessary to pro-
tect the business situation and avoid
financial panic. September 4 the Presi-
dent once more addressed Congress,
pointing out the need of raising addi-
tional revenue to meet the deficit
caused by the decline in imports due
to the European war. The closing days
of the Congress were passed in an
active effort conducted by members
from the cotton-growlng states to ob-
tain legislation for the relief of the'
growers of the staple from the stagna-
tion caused by the war. October 24
the first regular session of the Sixty-
third Congress cane to an end. .

American Politics and Government.

January 2 Secretary McAdoo and'
Secrelary Iiousion bLegan a, series of
hearings in the largest cities in the
country to deterrnine where the new
federal reserve banks were to be es-
tablished. The federal reserve bank .
system: went into efect November 16.
Junuary 10 the Washington authorities
and the New York., New Haven and
Hartford railrcad officlals came to an
agreement by which the raf{lroad re-
linquished {ts trolley lines, its control
of the Boston and Maine and most of
its. steamship lines, in order to avold
further conflict with the Sherman anti-
trust law. On his return from his vaca-
tion spemt at Pass Christian, Miss,,
President Wilson nominated John Skel-

Large forces were ordered to |

ton Willlams, then assistant secretary
of the Treasury, to be controller of the
currency, and ex officio member of the
new federal reserve board, January 20
the Wisconsin eugenlec marriage Inw,
which had been discussed widely, was
declared unconstitutional by the circult
court.

January 27 the President slgned an
important order which establlshed a
permanent clvil government in the
Panama (Canal Zone, to go Into effect
April 1. By this #xecutive order a gov-
ernor took the pliace of the commls-
slon in charge. A few davs later he
nominated Col. George W, Goethals to
be first governor, February 11 the
government brought suit at Salt Lake
Clity to compel the Southern TPacific
riilroad to relinquish Its control of the
Central Pacific.

In March government proceedings
were bepun against two rallroads: The
interstate commerce commission ac-
cused the Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
Paul road with overstatement of in-
come and other financial irregularities,
and 'sult was brought against the Le-
high Valley rosd under the <harge
that it was monopolizing the anthra-
cite coal industry through subsidiary
companies, In this month, alse, the
Department of Justice announced that
a plan for breaking up the transporti-
the XNew

tion of the rty held at Aguas- | tion monopoly practiced hy
callentes Uctob:::- }H Carranza E:.ajn York, New Haven and Hartford had
presented his resignation and a few |been arranged satisfactorily to all

parties.
Defeated in Railroad Suit.

Early in April the government met
with defeat in its attempt to prove
that the Delaware, Lackawanna and
Western road and the coal-mining
company of the saine name exlsted as
an illegal and moenopolistie combina-
tlon. April 2 the committee appointed
for the purpose announced that it had
selected twelve federal reserve dis-
tricts, with thelr central banking cities,
under tha new currency law.

June 8 the American Thread Com-
pany, which was proved to be i com-
bination of manufacturers which prac-
tically controlled the output, fore-
stalled the actione contempliated by the
Departinent of Justice by dissolving.
June 15 the President made public a
charge that big business interests had
been trying to force Congress to ad-
journ. He declared that he should do
everything in hls power to keep Con-
gress in session until the proper busi-
ness leglsfatlcn had been enacted. n
June, also, the United States Supreniv
Court afirmed the power of the inter-
state commerce commission to fix
rates, and held that pipe lines are coni-
mon carrlers and must carry product:
at rates fixed by the commisaston. Tu
July the commission found that the
former management of the New Haven
road was criminally wasteful and neg-
ligent. Presidéent Wilson directed the
Attorney General. July 21, to begin eiv-
il and eriminal proceedings again=t 1l
New York, New Haven and Hartforl
road, and two days later the suil was
begun in the United States district
court at New York.

August 1 the Interstate conunerce
commission denied the petition of the

of 5.per cent in freight rates, hut ul-
lowed certain increases in the mid-
dle west. August 12 the dissolution of
the International Harvester Company
designated as 2 monopoly in restraint
of trade, was ordered by the Unlted
States district court at St. Paul, Minn.

‘Panama Canal Opened.

The Panama canal was formally
opened for world traffic August 15. The
steamer Ancon, belonging to the Pann-
ma rallroad, passed from ocean fo
ocean in ten hours. In September the
rallroad rate cese showed increased ac-
tivity. A delegation of railroad presi-
dents visited President Wilson at the
White House and laid before him the
unsatisfactory situation which con-
fronted American roads. The President
wag sympathetic, but expressed - his
confidence in the interstate commerce
| commission to regulate the matter =af-
isfactorily. The roads eust of the Mis-

sigsippi and north of the FPotomun
| again petitioned the commission fu:_-
| permission to advance frelght rates 5
| per cent, and the commission consented
to reopen the case.

September 23 Secratury MecAdoo
aroused great interest In hanklug cir-
clex by announcing his intention to
withdraw government patronage ani
assistance from national banks known
to be hoarding currency or demanding
excessive interest. In October the
court dismissed all but one of tha
government's charges in its sult to dis-
i solve the Atlantic steamship trust. Fi-
i nal argument in the suft to dissolve

April 20 the President again addressed | the steel trust was made at Philadel-
this time on the Mexlean | phia, .and the discussion of increased

railroad freight rates was resumed be-
fore-the interstate commerce commis-
siom.

The outeome of the elections held
November 3 was in the nature of a po-
litical landslide. The democratic mu-
jority in the House of Representatives
was reduced from 147 to 25, although
the democratic majority in the Senatws
was increased from 10 to 16, tUmne of
the most interesting fealures of the
election. was the triumph of Gov. Hi-
ram W. Johnron of California, who ran
us an out-and-out progressive. Consti-
tutional amendments giving the suf-
frage to women were carried In Ne-
vada and Montana and prohibition tri-
umphed ‘n Virginla, Washington, Oregon,
Arizoma and Colorado. In Missouri the
so-called *full crew"” law passed by
the legislature was rejected.

Increases In freight rates were granf-
ed to the eastern railroads by the in-
terstate commerce commission. The
decision awards the carriers 5 per cent
on everything but coai and iron ore,
and is expected to add nearly $50,000,-
000-a year to revenues of the lines
east of the Missaissippl and north of the
Potomac and Ohio rivers.

Political Activity in Other Lands.

Although 211 other political events in
Europe and elsewhere during the year
have been overshadowed by the great
war, some of them were of much im-
portance. January 27 Michel Oresta,
president of" Haiti, warned of the ap-
proach of a large body of revolution-
ists, abdicated hastily and took refuge
on a German cruiser. February §
Orestes Zamor was elected president of
Haiti, and on the same day Jose Vi-
cente Concha was elected president of
Colombla.

Early in the year the Chinese admin-
istrative coungil re-established Confu-
clanism as the state religion of the re-
public. In his speech at the opening
of parliament, February 10, King
George urged mutual concesslons in
the Irish home rule controversy. March
5 the home rule bill was introduced for
1ts -t.hl(rd passage through. the com-
mons. May 25 the bill passed the com-
mons for-the third time, thereby vir-
tually becoming law without the ap-
grml of the house of lords. Septem-
ar 18 Ki George slgned the home
rule and elsh disestablishment bhills
and the parliament was prorogued.
March 17, as the finale to a bitter
political and personal controversy
which 'had been going on.in the pub-

eastern railroads for a general increase -
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